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JANUARY 1ST, 2023  — SUNDAY BEFORE THEOPHANY

Tone 4 — Sunday before Theophany. 
Forefeast of Theophany. The 
Circumcision of our Lord, God and 
Savior Jesus Christ. St. Basil the Great, 
Archbishop of Caesarea in Cappadocia 
(379). Martyr Basil of Ancyra (362). 

Epistle: 2 Tim. 4:5-8 (Sunday Before)

                Col. 2:8-12 (Circumcision)


Gospel:  
                 Mark 1:1-8 (Sunday Before)

                 Luke 2:20-21,40-52 (Circumcision)


Sunday, Jan. 1st:              Hours & Divine Liturgy — 9:10 AM

	 	 	             	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 

Wednesday, Jan. 4th: Akathist w/ Litya — 9:15 AM


Thursday, Jan. 5th:	 	 Hours, Vesperal Liturgy & Great Blessing of Water — 9:15 AM

	 	 	 	 Vigil for Theophany — 7 PM


Friday, Jan. 6th:	 	 Hours, Divine Liturgy & Great Blessing of Water — 9:15 AM


Saturday, Jan. 7th:               Great Vespers and Confessions — 6 PM 
                                              
Sunday, Jan. 8th: Hours & Divine Liturgy — 9:10 AM

	 	 	 	 Choir Rehearsal & Coffee Hour		 	                                                     

Upcoming events

St. Mark’s Orthodox Church 
Diocese of Eastern Pennsylvania 

452 DURHAM ROAD, WRIGHTSTOWN, PA, 18940 
(215) 860-9640 

EST. 1974

www.stmarksoca.org

Facebook: St. Mark’s Orthodox Church, Wrightstown

Twitter: @stmarksoca

Instagram: @st.marksorthodox



The Wrightstown Food Cupboard needs coffee, tea, juices, as well as 
paper towels, tissues, and toiletries for men and women, which are not 
covered by WIC. The Cupboard is a 501(c)3  charitable organization. 


House blessings: Please sign up on the sheet in the vestibule if you wish to 
have your house blessed. Please indicate your name and preferable dates/
times, and Father will contact you to make an appointment. Please take 
advantage of this unique opportunity for the sanctification of our lives and families. As always, feeding 
or compensating the priest is not required or desired. 

Birthdays:  Irene Arhipov, Emily Sremenak 
Name Days:  Charla Bendas, Charles Bendas, Charles Henderson, Charles Rybny, Basil Wild


LIVING 
Captive Hierarchs PAUL and JOHN

All those, everywhere, who care for the sick, the suffering and the vulnerable.  
Ill-afflicted Clergy Archbishop +MELCHIZEDEK, Archpriests Stephen, Daniel and Michael 
Matushki Elena, Laryssa, Lisa, Priscilla, Myra, Suzanne, and Jennifer

Servants of God Olga, Monk Nicodemos, Charlotte, infant Luke, Larissa, Nicholas, Peter, Stephanie, 
Samuel, Sergei, Anna, Raymond, Andrew, Valerie, Charles, Margaret, Elena, Ayla, Sandra, Anatole, 
Maria, Julia, infant Jacob, Michael, Nancy, Eileen, Steven, Constance, Angela, Hunter, Jon Smith, 
Anselmo Pappas Scandalis


DEPARTED 
Newly departed: Mat. Mary, Mat. Emily, Nicholai, Louis, Ruth

Departed: Met. +HERMAN, Thomas, Michael, Venus, Helen, Anthony, All those who have died in 
service to their country, Archpriests Stephen and Vladimir, Mat. Mary, Priest George, Archpriest Paul, 
Kh. Shirley


Please remember in your prayers 

Vigil Lights 
From Irene Arhipov 

For the health of: Sergei, Peter, Stephanie, Alexandra, Alexandra, Anna, Shirley, 
Ludmilla, Charlotte 

In memory of: Maria, Maria, Maria, Ivan, Eugene, Anna, Anna, Katherine, Dimitri, Victor, 
Victor, Peter 

From the Cortese Family 
For the health of: Andrew, Shirley, Christian, Rosemary, Carleen, Ned, Suzanne, Gary, 

Amora 
In memory of: Newly-departed Louis, Newly-departed Ruth 

From the Ristvey Family 
For the health of: Valerie, Margaret, Andrew, Eileen, Delores, Michael, Nancy, Matthew 

In memory of: George 



 
Collection Information 

Sunday Collection (12/25) 
Weekly general: $3,134


Candles: $200

Parish Dev.: $25

Church Store: $2


Total: $3,361 

Online Giving (12/19-25) 
Weekly general: $1,814


Total: $1,814


Grand total: $5,175

From the Stewardship 
Committee 

St. Mark’s now has an Amazon Smile wishlist, which 
will allow donors to purchase needed supplies such 
as paper towels and have them shipped directly to 
the parish. The list may be viewed at  https://
tinyurl.com/2s4fc5zp.

Purchasing an item from this list will generate a 
receipt from Amazon you may use for tax purposes. 
If you want your donation to appear on your 
parish contribution statement, please submit your 
receipt to Andy Skordinski. 


Choral Corner 
Q: What is a troparion? 

A:  A troparion (sometimes shortened to tropar) is the primary hymn of a day, saint or feast. On each 
liturgical day, the troparion makes its first appearance at the end of Vespers — hence its Greek name, 
apolotykion, which has the same root as apocalypse. Some Anglophone Orthodox also employ the term 
dismissal hymn. 

As our liturgical calendar is absolutely packed with feasts and commemorations, many services feature 
multiple troparia sung consecutively. For example, at this morning’s Divine Liturgy we sang the 
Resurrection (Sunday) troparion in the tone of the week (in this case, tone 4), the troparion of St. Basil the 
Great, and the troparion of the Circumcision. On days when there are many commemorated saints, the 
rubrics prescribe only the most important troparia to be sung. Furthermore, certain feasts such as Pascha 
and Nativity completely supersede hymns sung to any other saints or events that would otherwise be 
commemorated on that date. If the “competing” commemoration is also a prominent one, the rubrics 
sometimes indicate that it may be transferred to another day, rather than omitted entirely.


Troparia are important because they provide critical information about the given saint or event. Most parts 
of the Divine Liturgy stay fairly constant throughout the year, but the troparia vary. Listening intently to 
these hymns, along with those sung during clergy Communion, allows us to understand who/what is 
being commemorated, and why, informing our prayers and drawing us deeper into sacramental 
participation in the life of Christ and His Church.  

(Note: The word troparion also has a second meaning: it refers to the poetic stanzas chanted during the 
canon(s) sung at Matins and Compline. This is a topic for another week!)


Coming next: What is a kontakion? 

https://tinyurl.com/2s4fc5zp
https://tinyurl.com/2s4fc5zp


 

 

 

CLERGY
V. Rev. Raymond Martin Browne, Rector 
	 (570) 906-1388 (cell)

	 stmarksorthodoxchurch@gmail.com


Protodeacon Gregory Moser, Attached 
V. Rev. Michael Sekela (Retired), Attached 
Subdeacons:    Dustin Joseph Crosby

                           Sergei Arhipov

Readers:	 G. Peter Bohlender

	 	 Marek Szeliga

	 	

LAY LEADERSHIP
Choir Directors: Daria Cortése

	 	       	  Mat. Martha Moser	 

	 	 	  Sbn. Sergei Arhipov (Emeritus)


Church School Coordinators: Mat. Martha Moser

	 	 	 	          	 Julie Stell 

Baptisms:  Children must have Orthodox Godparents who provide a letter from their parish priest. 
Parents and Godparents are required to attend two preparatory classes. Please make scheduling 
arrangements by contacting Fr. Martin directly.  
Weddings:  Arrangement should be made at least six months prior to the wedding; scheduling is 
subject to the Church’s liturgical calendar. Please speak with Fr. Martin before making reception 
arrangements.

Service Schedule 
  Hours + Divine Liturgy:  9:10 AM (Sundays & feast days) 
  Great Vespers / Vigil:  6 PM (Saturdays) 
      7PM (Eve of feast)  
      6PM (Eve of feast — Sundays) 
  Confessions:   Saturdays after Vespers & by appointment 
  Akathist Service:  9:15 AM (Wednesdays)  
  Panikhidas/Lityas:   as requested 
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