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FEBRUARY 26TH, 2023  — THE EXPULSION FROM PARADISE

Tone 4 — Cheesefare Sunday. 
The Expulsion of Adam & Eve 
from Paradise. St. Porphyrios, 
Bishop of Gaza (420). Martyr 
Sebastian (1st c.). Ven. Sebastian of 
Poshekhónsk (ca. 1500).


Epistle: Romans 13:11-14:4

Gospel: Matt. 6:14-21

Sunday, Feb. 26th:             Hours, Divine Liturgy & Forgiveness Vespers— 9:10 AM

                                                 Coffee Hour

Monday, Feb. 27th: Preschool Church School — 10:45 AM

	 	 	 	 Grand Compline w/ Great Canon — 7:00 PM


Tuesday, February 28th: Grand Compline w/ Great Canon — 7:00 PM


Wednesday, March 1st:       Liturgy of the Presanctified Gifts — 9:15 AM

	 	 	 	 Grand Compline w/ Great Canon — 7:00 PM


Thursday, March 2nd:          Liturgy of the Presanctified Gifts — 7:00 PM 
	 	 	 	 

Friday, March 3rd: Liturgy of the Presanctified Gifts — 7:00 PM

	 	 	 	 

Saturday, March 4th: Church School Lenten Retreat — 11:00 AM 

Great Vespers & Confessions — 4:00 PM


Upcoming events

St. Mark’s Orthodox Church 
Diocese of Eastern Pennsylvania 

452 DURHAM ROAD, WRIGHTSTOWN, PA, 18940 
(215) 860-9640 

EST. 1974

www.stmarksoca.org

Facebook: St. Mark’s Orthodox Church, Wrightstown

Twitter: @stmarksoca

Instagram: @st.marksorthodox



Lenten Book Group: On the second, third, fourth and sixth Wednesdays of 
Great Lent, we will meet on Wednesdays at 7 PM (in person and on Zoom) to 
discuss C.S. Lewis’ The Screwtape Letters. The first meeting will be on March 
8th. There is much practical spiritual advice in this work for Great Lent and 
throughout the year.  

The Church School Lenten Retreat will take place on Saturday, March 4th 
from 11 AM - 3 PM. We will have Vespers at 4 PM. All children ages 5+ are invited.  

The Wrightstown Food Cupboard needs cleaning supplies and coffee. The Cupboard is a 501(c)3  
charitable organization. 


Lenten service schedule: Please see the last page of this bulletin.


Birthdays: Ann Kasmer, Anastasia Killough, John Wanko


LIVING 
Captive Hierarchs PAUL and JOHN

All those, everywhere, who care for the sick, the suffering and the vulnerable.  
Ill-afflicted Clergy Archbishop +MELCHIZEDEK, Archpriests Stephen, Daniel and Michael 
Matushki Elena, Laryssa, Lisa, Priscilla, Myra, Suzanne, and Jennifer

Servants of God Monk Nicodemos, Charlotte, infant Luke, Larissa, Nicholas, Peter, Stephanie, 
Samuel, Sergei, Anna, Raymond, Andrew, Valerie, Charles, Margaret, Elena, Ayla, Sandra, Maria, Julia, 
infant Jacob, Michael, Nancy, Eileen, Steven, Constance, Angela, Hunter, Jon Smith, Anselmo 
Pappas Scandalis, Shirley


DEPARTED 
Newly departed: Archpriest Daniel, Olga, Anatole, Katherine, Mat. Katrina

Departed: Archpriest Theodore, Shirley (Stewart), Jonathan, Mat. Emily, Mat. Mary, Met. +HERMAN, 
Louis, Ruth, Nicholai, Thomas, Michael, Venus, Helen, Anthony, All those who have died in service to 
their country, Archpriests Stephen and Vladimir, Mat. Mary, Priest George, Archpriest Paul, Kh. Shirley


Please remember in your prayers 

VIGIL LIGHTS 
From the Cortese Family 

For the health of: Shirley, Andrew, 
Christian, Suzanne, Ned, Rosemary, 

Carleen, Lorne 
In memory of: Louis, Louise 

From the Moser Family 
For the health of: Stephanie, Peter, 
Larissa, Rebecca, Michael, Charlotte 

In memory of: Dn. John, Veronica, Rebecca, 
Charles, Stephen, Sophia 

From Anna Galarza 
For the health of: Tatiana, Jurii, 

Valentina 
In memory of: Ivan 

From the Pitra Family 
In memory of: Irene Olshefski (Aug. 26, 

1947 — Feb. 12th, 2023) 



 

Choral Corner 
Q: What is the Liturgy of the Presanctified Gifts? 

A: The Divine Liturgy of the Presanctified Gifts is a uniquely Lenten form of the Divine Liturgy that, in 
structure, is essentially a modified form of Lenten Daily Vespers that includes the distribution of Holy 
Communion. It is sometimes attributed to St. Gregory Dialogos (+604), but he likely did not invent this 
service himself, but rather was the first to document (and perhaps slightly modify) an already-existing 
liturgical practice. This service is prescribed on the Wednesdays and Fridays of Great Lent, on the feast 
days of Polyeleos-rank saints, and on the first three days of Holy Week.


The Liturgy of the Presanctified Gifts provides a fitting solution to what would otherwise be a serious 
Lenten dilemma: frequent Communion sanctifies and strengthens us in our spiritual struggle, but the 
extremely festal character of the Divine Liturgy is somewhat at odds with the penitential atmosphere of 
Great Lent, especially if it were to be celebrated on Wednesdays and Fridays of that season (days on 
which, even outside of Lent, we commemorate the betrayal and crucifixion of Christ, respectively), in 
addition to Sundays. At the Presanctified Liturgy, the faithful partake of Eucharistic elements that were 
consecrated at the previous Sunday’s Divine Liturgy, allowing for more frequent reception of the Holy 
Mysteries while preserving the somber Lenten character of “bright sadness”. 


The Orthodox Vespers service is full of Old Testament imagery, calling to mind creation, the fall, the 
expulsion from paradise and the contrite hope of faithful people before Christ’s incarnation. In the Liturgy 
of the Presanctified Gifts, these biblical events (and the lives of those who lived them) are beautifully 
interwoven with and connected to the salvation realized in the New Testament. For example, before the 
first Old Testament reading, the priest opens the Royal Doors, blesses the faithful with the censer and a 
candle, saying, “Wisdom! The Light of Christ illumineth all,” indicating that the souls of the devout who 
lived before Christ were saved by faith in His coming, just as we are saved by faith in His Resurrection.


Because the Gifts are already consecrated when this service begins, the pre-Communion portion of the 
Presanctified Liturgy is substantially different from other Liturgies. Instead of the Cherubic Hymn, the choir 
sings: Now the powers of heaven minister invisibly with us, for behold: the King of Glory enters. Let us 
with faith and love draw near, that we may be partakers of eternal life. Alleluia. This departure from the 
regular Cherubic Hymn is significant, because when the Presanctified Great Entrance takes place, the 
King of Glory truly and literally enters in, as the Eucharist is already consecrated. 

Another distinctive characteristic is the absence of an anaphora (the portion of the Divine Liturgy during 
which the Eucharistic elements are consecrated), and the Communion hymn unique to this service: O, 
taste and see that the Lord is good. Alleluia.  

Previous articles may be found at dariacortese.com/my-blog. 

From the Ristvey Family 
For the health of: Margaret, Stephanie, 

Andrew, Margaret, Lorelly, Eileen, 
Michael, Nonna, Delores 

In memory of: George, Peter, Katherine, 
Those who lost their lives in Ukraine 

From the Swan Family 
For the health of: Tom, Lynne, Holly 
In memory of: Venus, Helen, Michael, 



 

 

 

 

MY OWN CHURCH 
St. Mark’s has been using a web-based suite of applications for several years now to track 
the parish finances and contributions as well as member demographic data. One of the 
features of this set of applications is the ability for individuals and their families to access 
their personal contributions and demographic information and to provide updates and 
download their own contribution statements called My Own Church. Here is how to create or 
access your account:

The URL is https://oca.parishsoftfamilysuite.com/ 

1.Click on the New User link highlighted below and follow the directions to

request access. Fill in all of the fields marked with a red *and then click Submit.

 

2.Once you submit your request, and if all of the information you supplied matches what is in 
the system, you will be sent an email with a temporary password which you should change 
after you login for the first time.


3. If the system cannot match your data, the system administrator will be notified to review 
the information and approve your account.


If you have any questions, please contact Kevin Swan at kswan353@verizon.net. 

Collection Information 
Sunday Collection (2/19) 
Weekly general: $1,383


Candles: $108

Food pantry.: $10


Total: $1,501 
Online Giving (2/13 — 2/19) 

Weekly general: $1,737

Parish Dev.: $715


Total: $2,452 

Grand total: $3,953

50th Anniversary Jubilee Committee 

Call for photographs: In preparation for St. Mark’s 50th anniversary celebration in 2024, we are asking 
any parishioners who have photographs from the first three decades if they would please make them 
available for scanning, or scan and send them directly to us, for possible use in a commemorative 
book and slide show. Originals will be returned once we have scanned them for use. This will greatly 
aid us in preparing a proper commemoration of parish life at St. Mark’s over the past half-century, 
Thank you! 



CLERGY
V. Rev. Raymond Martin Browne, Rector 
	 (570) 906-1388 (cell)

	 stmarksorthodoxchurch@gmail.com


Protodeacon Gregory Moser, Attached 
V. Rev. Michael Sekela (Retired), Attached 
Subdeacons:    Dustin Joseph Crosby

                           Sergei Arhipov

Readers:	 G. Peter Bohlender

	 	 Marek Szeliga

	 	

LAY LEADERSHIP
Choir Directors: Daria Cortése

	 	       	  Mat. Martha Moser	 

	 	 	  Sbn. Sergei Arhipov (Emeritus)


Church School Coordinators: Mat. Martha Moser

	 	 	 	          	 Julie Stell


Sisterhood of the Holy Myrrhbearers: Julie Stell, President 

Baptisms:  Children must have Orthodox Godparents who provide a letter from their parish priest. 
Parents and Godparents are required to attend two preparatory classes. Please make scheduling 
arrangements by contacting Fr. Martin directly.  
Weddings:  Arrangement should be made at least six months prior to the wedding; scheduling is 
subject to the Church’s liturgical calendar. Please speak with Fr. Martin before making reception 
arrangements.

Service Schedule 
  Hours + Divine Liturgy:  9:10 AM (Sundays & feast days) 
  Great Vespers / Vigil:  6 PM (Saturdays) 
      7PM (Eve of feast)  
      6PM (Eve of feast — Sundays) 
  Confessions:   Saturdays after Vespers & by appointment 
  Akathist Service:  9:15 AM (Wednesdays)  
  Panikhidas/Lityas:   as requested 



Lenten Service Schedule 

NOTE: This list does not include regular Saturday Vespers services and Sunday Divine Liturgies. 
. 

Monday, Feb. 27th	 	 7:00 PM	 	 Great Compline w/ Great Canon

Tuesday, Feb. 28th	 	 7:00 PM	 	 Great Compline w/ Great Canon

Wednesday, March 1st 	 9:15 AM	 	 Divine Liturgy of the Presanctified Gifts

	 	 	 	 7:00 PM	 	 Great Compline w/ Great Canon

Thursday, March 2nd		 7:00 PM	 	 Great Compline w/ Great Canon

Friday, March 3rd 	 	 7:00 PM	 	 Divine Liturgy of the Presanctified Gifts

Wednesday, March 8th 	 9:15 AM	 	 Divine Liturgy of the Presanctified Gifts

Friday, March 10th	 	 7:00 PM	 	 Divine Liturgy of the Presanctified Gifts

Saturday, March 11th 	 9:15 AM	 	 Memorial Saturday Panikhida

Wednesday, March 15th	 9:15 AM	 	 Divine Liturgy of the Presanctified Gifts

Friday, March 17th	 	 7:00 PM	 	 Divine Liturgy of the Presanctified Gifts

Saturday, March 18th 	 9:15 AM	 	 Memorial Saturday Panikhida

Wednesday, March 22nd	 9:15 AM	 	 Divine Liturgy of the Presanctified Gifts

Friday, March 24th	 	 7:00 AM	 	 Vigil for Annunciation

Saturday, March 25th		 9:15 AM	 	 Hours & Divine Liturgy for Annunciation

Wednesday, March 29th	 9:15 AM	 	 Divine Liturgy of the Presanctified Gifts

Thursday, March 30th	 7:00 PM	 	 Matins w/ Great Canon

Friday, March 31st	 	 9:15 AM	 	 Divine Liturgy of the Presanctified Gifts

	 	 	 	 7:00 PM	 	 Akathist Matins

Wednesday, April 3rd		 9:15 AM	 	 Divine Liturgy of the Presanctified Gifts


Friday, April 7th	 	 7:00 PM	 	 Divine Liturgy of the Presanctified Gifts

Saturday, April 8th	 	 6:00 PM	 	 Vigil for Palm Sunday

Sunday, April 9th	 	 4:00 PM	 	 Bridegroom Matins

Monday, April 10th	 	 7:00 PM	 	 Bridegroom Matins

Tuesday, April 11th	 	 7:00 PM	 	 Bridegroom Matins

Wednesday, April 12th	 9:15 AM	 	 Divine Liturgy of the Presanctified Gifts

	 	 	 	 TBA	 	 	 Unction Service (St. Stephen’s Cathedral)

Thursday, April 13th	 	 9:15 AM	 	 Vesperal Divine Liturgy of St. Basil

	 	 	 	 7:00 PM	 	 Matins of Holy Friday (12 Passion Gospels)

Friday, April 14th	 	 9:15 AM	 	 Royal Hours of Holy Friday

	 	 	 	 3:00 PM	 	 Vespers of Holy Saturday

	 	 	 	 7:00 PM	 	 Matins of Holy Saturday (Lamentations)

Saturday, April 15th	 	 9:15 AM	 	 Vesperal Divine Liturgy (15 OT Prophecies)

	 	 	 	 11:30 PM	 	 Paschal Nocturns, Matins & Divine Liturgy

Sunday, April 16th	 	 12:00 PM	 	 Paschal Vespers




The Orthodox Church in America 
DIOCESE OF PHILADELPHIA AND EASTERN PENNSYLVANIA  

 The Most Rev. Mark, Archbishop of Philadelphia 
 

______________________________________________________________________ 
325 N. Walnut Street * Bath, Pennsylvania 18014-1201 

Telephone: 484.281.3406 * http://www.doepa.org * Email: dioceseoepa@gmail.com 
Chancellor: V. Rev. Raymond Martin Browne * Mobile: 570.906.1388 

Diocesan Treasurer: Mark Linnehan* treasurer@doepa.org 
“Thou hast made us for Thyself, O Lord, and our heart is restless until it finds its rest in Thee.” Augustine 

 

 
 

February 25, 2023 
Great Lent 2023 

 
Dear Rev Frs. And faithful, 

Christ is in our midst! Great Lent is here and the Lord gives us wonderful opportunities to 
redirect our lives and hearts to Him. Hopefully, we will take full advantage of this time to renew 
our relationship with the Lord through repentance, confession, increased prayer, reading of the 
Holy Scripture, fasting and almsgiving. As Fr. Alexander Schmemann comments in his book on 
Great Lent, ‘let us abstain from frivolous conversation and various forms of entertainment.’ The 
fast is not simply from certain foods, but from feeding the passions. Remember the hymnography 
of Lent, the demons do not eat either. Minimize time spent on the internet or watching television. 
Let us seek to be at peace with one another, forgiving and offering forgiveness. Read through 
Genesis, Isaiah, Psalms and Proverbs during this Holy season. 
 Let make use of this time to rid our lives of the distractions that clutter our minds. As we 
ponder the prayer of St Ephraim the Syrian, let us abstain from the spirit of sloth, faint-
heartedness, lust of power and idle talk and open our hearts to chastity, humility, patience and 
love. May the Lord help us to see our own sins and not to judge our brother. 
 Sadly, some of our faithful never embraced the Lenten school of repentance and its 
discipline. We will try everything the world offers to seek mental and physical health, but never 
embrace the tried and proven gift of Great Lent. If you never engaged the Lenten prescription 
above, try it this year.  By the time we reach Holy Week things we once considered unchangeable 
in our lives suddenly begin to be addressed or resolved through the lengthy and determined effort. 
Many talk about what they are “giving up” for Lent, and do not consider what they have the 
opportunity to get rid of, i.e., a lot of bad habits that ultimately separate us from communion with 
the Lord. As we embrace the discipline of the Church we are giving up nothing, but gain eternal 
life. Doing things our own way is what landed us in this mess, let us seek to embrace the discipline 
of the Church so that might experience the authentic freedom and joy Christ gracious bestows on 
those beloved of Him.  
  
Your unworthy father in Christ, 

 
+MARK, Archbishop of Philadelphia and the Diocese of Eastern Pennsylvania 
Locum Tenens of the Albanian Archdiocese of the Orthodox Church in America 
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