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MARCH 5TH, 2023  — THE SUNDAY OF ORTHODOXY

Tone 5 — The Sunday of Orthodoxy. 
Martyr Conon of Isauria (1st c.). Martyr 
Onesimus of Isauria (1st c.). Martyr Conon 
the Gardener, of Pamphylia (3rd c.). Virgin-
Martyr Irais (Raissa) of Antinoë in Egypt. 
Martyr Eulogius of Palestine. Martyr 
Eulampius of Palestine. St. Mark the 
Faster, of Egypt (5th c.). St. Hesychius the 
Faster, of Bithynia (ca. 790), Finding of the 
Relics of Rt. Blv. Theodore, Prince of 
Smolensk, and his children, Ss. David and 
Constantine, Wonderworkers of Yaroslavl’ 
(1463). Martyr Adrian of Pshekhónsk 
(Yaroslavl’ — 1550).  

Epistle: Heb. 11:24-26, 32-12:2 
Gospel: John 1:43-51

Sunday, March 5:             Hours, Divine Liturgy — 9:10 AM

                                                 Church School & Coffee Hour

Monday, March 6th: Preschool Church School — 10:45 AM

	 	 

Wednesday, March 8th:       Liturgy of the Presanctified Gifts — 9:15 AM

	 	 	 	 Book Group — 7:00 PM


Friday, March 10th: Liturgy of the Presanctified Gifts — 7:00 PM

	 	 	 	 

Saturday, March 11th: Panikhida (Memorial Saturday) — 9:00 AM 

Great Vespers & Confessions — 6:00 PM


Upcoming events

St. Mark’s Orthodox Church 
Diocese of Eastern Pennsylvania 

452 DURHAM ROAD, WRIGHTSTOWN, PA, 18940 
(215) 860-9640 

EST. 1974

www.stmarksoca.org

Facebook: St. Mark’s Orthodox Church, Wrightstown

Twitter: @stmarksoca

Instagram: @st.marksorthodox



Lenten Book Group: On the second, third, fourth and sixth Wednesdays of 
Great Lent, we will meet on Wednesdays at 7 PM (in person and on Zoom) to 
discuss C.S. Lewis’ The Screwtape Letters. The first meeting will be on March 
8th. There is much practical spiritual advice in this work for Great Lent and 
throughout the year. 


Sunday of the Cross: On March 19th, His Eminence Archbishop MARK will 
be with us to tonsure Sam Regen as a reader and ordain Marek Szeliga to the subdiaconate. We will 
have a Lenten meal after the Divine Liturgy. If you would like to provide a dish or dessert, please sign 
up on the sheet in the vestibule. 


Retreats: All are invited to St. Gregory Palamas Orthodox Church in Glen Gardner for a retreat next 
Saturday, March 11th from noon-4PM on the topic “Joy in the Christian Life”. There will be Vespers 
there at 4PM; Vespers here at St. Mark’s will be at the usual time of 6PM. On Saturday, March 18th, 
we will have our Lenten retreat here from 10 AM-3PM, preceded by a Memorial Saturday Panikhida at 
9AM, followed by Great Vespers at 4PM. Confessions to follow. 


Confessions: As we enter the second week of the Great Fast, please do not wait until the fifth week or 
Holy Week to go to Confession. Confessions are available before and after most scheduled services, 
and by appointment. It is an experience to be prayerfully prepare for, and should be done with 
sufficient time and attention, not squeezed in hastily.  

The Wrightstown Food Cupboard needs cleaning supplies and coffee. The Cupboard is a 501(c)3  
charitable organization. 


Lenten service schedule: Please see the last page of this bulletin.


Birthdays: Charlotte Regen, Kevin Swan, Jen Sremenak, Rebecca Sosedov, Charles Rybny

Name Day: David Gibson (belated)


LIVING 
Captive Hierarchs PAUL and JOHN

All those, everywhere, who care for the sick, the suffering and the vulnerable.  
Ill-afflicted Clergy Archbishop +MELCHIZEDEK, Archpriests Stephen, Daniel and Michael 
Matushki Elena, Laryssa, Lisa, Priscilla, Myra, Suzanne, and Jennifer

Servants of God Monk Nicodemos, Charlotte, infant Luke, Larissa, Nicholas, Peter, Stephanie, 
Samuel, Sergei, Anna, Raymond, Andrew, Valerie, Charles, Margaret, Elena, Ayla, Sandra, Maria, Julia, 
infant Jacob, Michael, Nancy, Eileen, Steven, Constance, Angela, Hunter, Jon Smith, Anselmo 
Pappas Scandalis, Shirley


DEPARTED 
Newly departed: Archpriest Daniel, Olga, Anatole, Katherine, Mat. Katrina

Departed: Archpriest Theodore, Shirley (Stewart), Jonathan, Mat. Emily, Mat. Mary, Met. +HERMAN, 
Louis, Ruth, Nicholai, Thomas, Michael, Venus, Helen, Anthony, All those who have died in service to 
their country, Archpriests Stephen and Vladimir, Mat. Mary, Priest George, Archpriest Paul, Kh. Shirley


Please remember in your prayers 



 

VIGIL LIGHTS 

Choral Corner 
Q: Why, on the same Sunday, do different parishes sometimes use different Troparia and 
Kontakia? 

A: There are several possible reasons for this. First, for the majority of the year, many Orthodox parishes 
in America are not on the same liturgical calendar. In the OCA, we use the New (Gregorian) Calendar 
(sometimes called New Style, or N.S.), whereas certain other Orthodox jurisdictions use the Julian 
Calendar (Old Calendar, Old Style, O.S.). This is why, for example, in the OCA celebrates Christmas on 
December 25th, but ROCOR parishes celebrate it on January 7th, according to the civil calendar (the 
Julian date is December 25th, but it’s calculated differently). However, all canonical Orthodox Churches 
calculate the date of Pascha according to the Julian system, which means we all enter Great Lent on the 
same date. Outside of the period between Pascha and Pentecost, however, the disparity between the 
calendars means saints are commemorated on different days, so different hymns are sung. 


The next possible reason is that the rubrics sometimes prescribe different Troparia/Kontakia for specific 
parishes dedicated to our Lord, the Theotokos or a saint/group of saints. Each parish has a patronal 
Troparion and Kontakion; ours are to St. Mark. However, these patronal hymns are not called for at every 
Divine Liturgy. On some days, the rubrics indicate that all parishes should sing them, but on other days 
the instructions are more specific (e.g., the patronal hymns should only be sung in a temple dedicated to 
the Theotokos). Regardless, if you attend a Liturgy at another parish, you will hear different patronal 
hymns unless that temple is also dedicated to St. Mark. 


The third possible cause for differing Troparia and Kontakia is time. On some days, the rubrics permit 
many to be sung, but there is an unwritten custom that we limit that number to three (of each). In this 
situation, here at St. Mark’s we tend to cut the frequently-sung patronal hymns in order to sing those we 
use more rarely. 


Previous articles may be found at dariacortese.com/my-blog.


From Irene Arhipov 
For the health of: Sergei, Stephanie, Peter, Alexandra, Anna, Ludmilla, Larissa 

In memory of: newly departed Helen, newly departed Anatole, newly departed Shirley 

From the Cortese Family 
For the health of: Shirley, Andrew, Christian, Lucianne, Joseph, Corey, Rosemary, Carleen, 

Suzanne, Ned, Gary, Stephanie, Peter, Sandy, Sergei 
In memory of: Louis, Ruth, Louise, Kathleen, Dorothy, Tom, Sergei 

From Marina 
For the health of: Marina, Anna, Joseph 

From the Moser Family 
For the health of: Stephanie, Peter, Michael, Lucy, Larissa, Rebecca 

In memory of: Dn. John, Veronica, Rebecca, Michael, Anna, Stephen, Charles, Sophia 

From the Ristvey Family 
For the health of: Margaret, Stephanie, Andrew, Margaret, Lorelly, John, Eileen, Lucy, 

Stephanie, Charlotte 
In memory of: George, Katherine, Peter 



 

 

 

 

Collection Information 
Sunday Collection (2/26) 
Weekly general: $1,219


Candles: $157

Church store: $2


Total: $1,378 
Online Giving (2/20-2/26) 

Weekly general: $2,464

Candles: $12

Total: $2,476 

Grand total: $3,854

50th Anniversary Jubilee Committee 

Call for photographs: In preparation for St. Mark’s 50th anniversary celebration in 2024, we are asking 
any parishioners who have photographs from the first three decades if they would please make them 
available for scanning, or scan and send them directly to us, for possible use in a commemorative 
book and slide show. Originals will be returned once we have scanned them for use. This will greatly 
aid us in preparing a proper commemoration of parish life at St. Mark’s over the past half-century, 
Thank you! 



CLERGY
V. Rev. Raymond Martin Browne, Rector 
	 (570) 906-1388 (cell)

	 stmarksorthodoxchurch@gmail.com


Protodeacon Gregory Moser, Attached 
V. Rev. Michael Sekela (Retired), Attached 
Subdeacons:    Dustin Joseph Crosby

                           Sergei Arhipov

Readers:	 G. Peter Bohlender

	 	 Marek Szeliga

	 	

LAY LEADERSHIP
Choir Directors: Daria Cortése

	 	       	  Mat. Martha Moser	 

	 	 	  Sbn. Sergei Arhipov (Emeritus)


Church School Coordinators: Mat. Martha Moser

	 	 	 	          	 Julie Stell


Sisterhood of the Holy Myrrhbearers: Julie Stell, President 

Baptisms:  Children must have Orthodox Godparents who provide a letter from their parish priest. 
Parents and Godparents are required to attend two preparatory classes. Please make scheduling 
arrangements by contacting Fr. Martin directly.  
Weddings:  Arrangement should be made at least six months prior to the wedding; scheduling is 
subject to the Church’s liturgical calendar. Please speak with Fr. Martin before making reception 
arrangements.

Service Schedule 
  Hours + Divine Liturgy:  9:10 AM (Sundays & feast days) 
  Great Vespers / Vigil:  6 PM (Saturdays) 
      7PM (Eve of feast)  
      6PM (Eve of feast — Sundays) 
  Confessions:   Saturdays after Vespers & by appointment 
  Akathist Service:  9:15 AM (Wednesdays)  
  Panikhidas/Lityas:   as requested 



Lenten Service Schedule 

NOTE: This list does not include regular Saturday Vespers services and Sunday Divine Liturgies. 
. 

Wednesday, March 8th 	 9:15 AM	 	 Divine Liturgy of the Presanctified Gifts

Friday, March 10th	 	 7:00 PM	 	 Divine Liturgy of the Presanctified Gifts

Saturday, March 11th 	 9:15 AM	 	 Memorial Saturday Panikhida

Wednesday, March 15th	 9:15 AM	 	 Divine Liturgy of the Presanctified Gifts

Friday, March 17th	 	 7:00 PM	 	 Divine Liturgy of the Presanctified Gifts

Saturday, March 18th 	 9:15 AM	 	 Memorial Saturday Panikhida

Wednesday, March 22nd	 9:15 AM	 	 Divine Liturgy of the Presanctified Gifts

Friday, March 24th	 	 7:00 AM	 	 Vigil for Annunciation

Saturday, March 25th		 9:15 AM	 	 Hours & Divine Liturgy for Annunciation

Wednesday, March 29th	 9:15 AM	 	 Divine Liturgy of the Presanctified Gifts

Thursday, March 30th	 7:00 PM	 	 Matins w/ Great Canon

Friday, March 31st	 	 9:15 AM	 	 Divine Liturgy of the Presanctified Gifts

	 	 	 	 7:00 PM	 	 Akathist Matins

Wednesday, April 3rd		 9:15 AM	 	 Divine Liturgy of the Presanctified Gifts

Friday, April 7th	 	 6:00 PM	 	 Baptism of Jacob Hawthorne

	 	 	 	 7:00 PM	 	 Great Vespers 

Saturday, April 8th	 	 9:`15 AM	 	 Divine Liturgy (Lazarus Saturday)

Saturday, April 8th	 	 6:00 PM	 	 Vigil for Palm Sunday

Sunday, April 9th	 	 4:00 PM	 	 Bridegroom Matins

Monday, April 10th	 	 7:00 PM	 	 Bridegroom Matins

Tuesday, April 11th	 	 7:00 PM	 	 Bridegroom Matins

Wednesday, April 12th	 9:15 AM	 	 Divine Liturgy of the Presanctified Gifts

	 	 	 	 TBA	 	 	 Unction Service (St. Stephen’s Cathedral)

Thursday, April 13th	 	 9:15 AM	 	 Vesperal Divine Liturgy of St. Basil

	 	 	 	 7:00 PM	 	 Matins of Holy Friday (12 Passion Gospels)

Friday, April 14th	 	 9:15 AM	 	 Royal Hours of Holy Friday

	 	 	 	 3:00 PM	 	 Vespers of Holy Saturday

	 	 	 	 7:00 PM	 	 Matins of Holy Saturday (Lamentations)

Saturday, April 15th	 	 9:15 AM	 	 Vesperal Divine Liturgy (15 OT Prophecies)

	 	 	 	 11:30 PM	 	 Paschal Nocturns, Matins & Divine Liturgy

Sunday, April 16th	 	 12:00 PM	 	 Paschal Vespers

	 	 	 	 




 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
February 27, 2023 
Protocol 02/010 
 
To the Clergy, Monastics, and Faithful of the Orthodox Church in America, 
 
My Beloved Children in the Lord, 
 
In the reading from the prophecy of Isaiah on the first day of the fast, we hear a word of caution. Our annual observance of 
times and seasons, our gatherings to worship, are not, in and of themselves, pleasing unto God. “What to me is the multitude 
of your sacrifices? Who requires of you this trampling of my courts? Incense is an abomination to me. Your new moons and 
your appointed feasts my soul hates. Even though you make many prayers, I will not listen.” (See Is. 1:11–15.) Lest we set out 
to fast hypocritically, believing that our abstinence will win us God’s approval, the prophet reminds us that external religion 
is futile without moral reformation. The Lord calls upon his people to “learn to do good, seek justice, correct oppression, 
defend the fatherless, plead for the widow” (Is. 1:17).  
 
But our sins, as numerous as the sands of the seashore, are not so easily corrected. We may seem to make progress toward 
one virtue, or triumph over one temptation. We may make some progress in serving our brethren and neighbors. But then 
we recognize further sins, perhaps sins we had never recognized before. There is no one good but God alone, as Our Lord 
himself declares (Mk. 10:18). Our fasting is useless without real change for the good, but real change for the good can seem 
to lie beyond our grasp. We are called to wash ourselves, to make ourselves clean, but we cannot do so (Is. 1:16). But the Lord, 
who loves us, who desires our salvation, who in love grants us freedom and desires our participation in his saving act, 
promises, through the prophet, what we cannot do: he will make us clean, provided we are “willing and obedient”:  
 

Come now, let us reason together, says the Lord: though your sins are like scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; 
though they are red like crimson, they shall become like wool. If you are willing and obedient, you shall eat the 
good of the land… I will turn my hand against you and will smelt away your dross as with lye and remove all your 
alloy. (Is. 1:18–19, 25) 

 
Great Lent, then, is not a time to show how pious we are in our observance of the fast and attendance at services. Neither is 
it a time to prove our great virtue by imagining that we, on our own strength, can take the fast like a cudgel to our sins in an 
act of moral heroism. No; Great Lent is a time to humble ourselves, to present ourselves to God as “willing and obedient,” 
and to allow him to cleanse the scarlet and crimson stains of our sins. 
 
“Cleansing” describes a process, and the process of cleansing our sins can be, at times, painful. In another Lenten lection, 
the prophet speaks of a Branch that will appear, “beautiful and glorious,” in the future (4:2). This Branch is Christ, and we  
hope, grafted onto his vine, to share in the splendor of his everlasting kingdom. But for now, we must endure the digging up 
of the vineyard (Is. 5:5–6). The hedge of our pride, the wall of our vainglory—all this must be torn up, burned, trampled 
down.  
 
We strive to keep the fast, to attend services, to make our confession, to repent and change our deeds and minds and hearts. 
We strive to devote ourselves to the good and defense and liberation and well-being of our brethren, the “true fast” chosen 
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