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NOVEMBER 20TH, 2022  — 23RD SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

Tone 6— Forefeast of the Entrance of 
the Theotokos into the Temple. Ven. 
Gregory of Decapolis (816). Martyr Dasius of 
Dorostorum (3rd c.). Martyrs Eustace, Thespesius, 
and Anatolius of Nicaea (312). Hieromartyrs 
Nerses and Joseph; John, Saverius, Isaac and 
Hypatius, Bishops of Persia; Martyrs Azades the 
Eunuch, Savonius, Thecla, Anna, and many other 
men and women who suffered in Persia (343). St. 
Proclus, Archbishop of Constantinople (446-7). St. 
Edmund the Martyr, King of Anglia (870). Ven. 
Diodorus, Abbot of Yuregorsk (1633). 


Epistle: Eph. 2:4-10


Gospel: Luke 12:16-21

Sunday, Nov. 20th:              Hours & Divine Liturgy — 9:10 AM

	 	 	              Church School & Coffee Hour

	 	 	 	          

Monday, Nov. 21st:   

   

  
                                                 


     
                                                     

	 	 	 	  	 	 	                                                     	 	 	

Upcoming events

St. Mark’s Orthodox Church 
Diocese of Eastern Pennsylvania 

452 DURHAM ROAD, WRIGHTSTOWN, PA, 18940 
(215) 860-9640 

EST. 1974

www.stmarksoca.org

Facebook: St. Mark’s Orthodox Church, Wrightstown

Twitter: @stmarksoca

Instagram: @st.marksorthodox

           
Wednesday, Nov. 23rd: 

Saturday, Nov. 26th: 

Sunday, Nov. 27th:

Vigil for the Entrance of the Theotokos — 6 PM

Hours & Divine Liturgy for the Entrance of the Theotokos — 9:15 AM 
Preschool Church School — 10:45 AM

Stewardship Committee Meeting — 7 PM

Akathist “Glory to God for All Things” w/ Litya — 9:15 AM
Vespers & Confessions — 6 PM

Hours & Divine Liturgy — 9:10 AM 
Coffee Hour



 

The Nativity Fast began last Tuesday, November 15th, and lasts until the 
Feast of the Nativity on December 25th. During this time we refrain from meat, 
dairy, wine and oil.


           

 

 
 

   

Upcoming Pre-Nativity Events 

Sunday, Nov. 20th	 	 Vigil for the Entrance of the Theotokos — 6 PM

Monday, Nov. 21st	 	 Hours & Divine Liturgy for the Entrance of the Theotokos — 9:15 AM

Saturday, Dec. 3rd	 	 Retreat w/ Fr. Victor Gorodenchuk — 10 AM

	 	 	 	 Great Vespers & Confessions — 4 PM

Monday, Dec. 5th	 	 Vigil for St. Nicholas — 7 PM

Tuesday, Dec. 6th 	 	 Hours & Divine Liturgy for St. Nicholas — 9:15 AM

Monday, Dec. 12th	 	 Vigil for St. Herman of Alaska — 7 PM

Tuesday, Dec. 13th	 	 Hours & Divine Liturgy for St. Herman of Alaska — 9:15 AM


               
                   

                
             

                
                  

             
 

        

               
          

               
               

                  
         

               
               

                  
         

              
                 

                

Adult Education for the Nativity Fast: The book group will meet on 
November 30th and December 7th.

Pre-Nativity Retreat: On Saturday, December 3rd, we will welcome Fr. Victor Gorodenchuk from St. 
Stephen’s Cathedral as the speaker at our pre-Nativity retreat, the topic of which is the Divine Liturgy. 
The retreat will be followed by Great Vespers at 4 PM, with Confession available after the service.

Choir rehearsals take place after the Divine Liturgy on the second Sunday of each month. If you are 
interested in joining the choir, please speak with Daria Cortése.

We are collecting food for the St. Basil’s House Thanksgiving food drive. Today, the Church 
School will assemble the donation bags. Thank you to all who contributed, and God bless you!

The Wrightstown Food Cupboard needs co ee, tea and juices.

Birthdays: Andrew Cortése, Deb Vivirito
Name Days: Katerina Moser, Katherine Perdikis, Katerina Sremenak 
Wedding Anniversaries: John & Carol Wanko

ff



LIVING 
Captive Hierarchs PAUL and JOHN

All those, everywhere, who care for the sick, the suffering and the vulnerable.  
Ill-afflicted Clergy Archbishop +MELCHIZEDEK, Archpriests Stephen, Daniel and Michael 
Matushki Elena, Laryssa, Lisa, Priscilla, Myra, Suzanne, and Jennifer

Servants of God Monk Nicodemos, Charlotte, infant Luke, Larissa, Nicholas, Peter, Stephanie, 
Samuel, Sergei, Anna, Raymond, Andrew, Valerie, Charles, Margaret, Elena, Ayla, Sandra, Anatole, 
Maria, Julia, infant Jacob, Michael, Nancy, Eileen, Steven, Constance, Angela, Hunter, Jon Smith, 
Anselmo Pappas Scandalis


DEPARTED 
Newly departed: Richard, Pdn. Paul, Igumen Victorin, Ivan

Departed: Met. +HERMAN, Thomas, Michael, Venus, Helen, Anthony, All those who have died in 
service to their country, Archpriests Stephen and Vladimir, Mat. Mary, Priest George, Archpriest Paul, 
Kh. Shirley


Please remember in your prayers 

Vigil Lights 

From Irene Arhipov 
For the health of: Sergei, Stephanie, Peter, Alexandra, Alexandra, Anna, Andrew, 

Anatole 
In memory of: newly-departed Ivan, Vera, Dimitri, Met. HERMAN, Maria, Katherine, 

Nicholas, Ivan 

From Daria Cortése 
For the health of: Andrew, Ned, Suzanne, Shirley, Louis, Aaron, Pat, Dave, Paula 

In memory of: Newly-departed Ivan, Sergei, Dmitri, Kate, Linda, Jim, Dorothy 

From Alla Casanova 
For the health of: Alla, Mark, Adeliya 

From the Moser Family 
For the health of: Stephanie, Peter, Michael, Nicholas, Charlotte 

In memory of: Dn. John, Veronica, Rebecca, Charles, Stephen, Sophia 

From the Ristvey Family 
For the health of: Valerie, Eileen, Margaret, Andrew 

In memory of: George 






 

Collection Information 
Sunday Collection (11/13) 

Weekly general: $1,887

Candles: $168


Parish development: $100


Total: $2,155 

Online Giving (11/7-13) 
Weekly general: $2,138


Total: $2,138


Grand total: $4,293

From the Stewardship 
Committee 

St. Mark’s now has an Amazon Smile wishlist, which 
will allow donors to purchase needed supplies such 
as paper towels and have them shipped directly to 
the parish. The list may be viewed at  https://
tinyurl.com/2s4fc5zp.

Purchasing an item from this list will generate a 
receipt from Amazon you may use for tax purposes. 
If you want your donation to appear on your 
parish contribution statement, please submit your 
receipt to Andy Skordinski. 


Choral Corner 
Q: Why do Orthodox choirs need to rehearse regularly? Everyone already knows the tones by heart.  

A: Having the tones memorized is a great start, but that’s precisely what it is: a start. In the Orthodox tradition, the 
melodies serve the text, which always takes precedence because it contains the richness of our theology. The choir 
has a sacred dual function: to render thankful praise to God on behalf of all, and to create a prayer book the faithful 
can read with their ears. 

      Vocal technique, intonation and diction have a direct and critical impact on the intelligibility of the text, and 
therefore on the effective fulfillment of the Great Commission (Matt. 28:16-20). Additionally, an aesthetically pleasing 
choral sound invites the faithful to listen more attentively — not to the beautiful singing for its own sake, but to the 
Truth it communicates. Consequently, rehearsal is an act of musical stewardship; it builds bonds of love and 
fellowship within the choir, deepens singers’ knowledge of our services and liturgical life, and helps them strengthen 
their vocal and musical skills to become more effective evangelists. 


Monthly Contribution Tracker

https://tinyurl.com/2s4fc5zp
https://tinyurl.com/2s4fc5zp


St. Mark’s Orthodox Church
 Expense Reimbursement Policy

 
1. Expense Reimbursement Policy
 

a. Employees — In the course of your duties as an employee of St. Mark’s Orthodox Church, you 
may be required to pay for goods/services that allow you to do your job. Any eligible expenses 
that you incur on behalf of St. Mark’s Orthodox Church will be reimbursed in full. 

b. Parishioners and non-employees — Any parishioner or non-employee of St. Mark’s Orthodox 
Church shall obtain approval from the Parish Council prior to incurring an expense on behalf 
of St. Mark’s Orthodox Church for which the parishioner or non-employee would like 
reimbursement. If it is an emergency, contact the rector or the Parish Council president for tacit 
approval (with full Parish Council approval pending) prior to incurring any expense for 
emergencies. 

2. Eligible Expenses
a. Employees — St. Mark’s Orthodox Church will reimburse employees for all eligible expenses, 

including but not limited to: 
• Travel for business purposes
• Conference fees
• Accommodations while attending meetings, conferences, etc. 
• Office supplies
• Professional certification/membership fees

There are certain expenses that St. Mark’s Orthodox Church will not be held responsible for, 
including but not limited to: 

• Lost personal property
• Baggage insurance
• Parking tickets, fines and traffic violations
• Other non-work-related expenses

b. Parishioners and Non-employees — Each request for prior approval of an expense will be 
submitted for consideration by the Parish Council. If in its sole discretion such expense is 
determined to be necessary and reasonable, procurement and reimbursement will be 
approved, and reimbursement will be capped at the amount approved. Any expense that 
does not have pre-approval will not be reimbursed. Each request for prior approval will 
include the parishioner’s or non-employee’s name, description of the items to be purchased, 
the purpose or use of such items, and the cost. 

3.   Procedure
a.  In order to ensure that you are reimbursed for work-related and/or pre-approved expenses, 

follow these steps: 
• Always keep original receipts or invoices and submit them as soon as possible, but no later 

than 30 days from the date incurred. 
• Complete, sign, and affix all applicable original receipts or invoices to the appropriate form. 

Employees will use the Employee Reimbursement Form (FRM-001), and parishioners/non-
employees will use the Reimbursement Request Form (FRM-002). 

• Submit the form and original receipts or invoices to the Parish Council treasurer. 
b.  All reimbursement records are subject to audit by the auditors of St. Mark’s Orthodox Church. 
c. Any questions should be referred to a member of the Parish Council. 

 



 

 

CLERGY
V. Rev. Raymond Martin Browne, Rector 
	 (570) 906-1388 (cell)

	 stmarksorthodoxchurch@gmail.com


Protodeacon Gregory Moser, Attached 
V. Rev. Michael Sekela (Retired), Attached 
Subdeacons:    Dustin Joseph Crosby

                           Sergei Arhipov

Readers:	 G. Peter Bohlender

	 	 Marek Szeliga

	 	

LAY LEADERSHIP
Choir Directors: Daria Cortése

	 	       	  Mat. Martha Moser	 

	 	 	  Sbn. Sergei Arhipov (Emeritus)


Church School Coordinators: Mat. Martha Moser

	 	 	 	          	 Julie Stell 

Baptisms:  Children must have Orthodox Godparents who provide a letter from their parish priest. 
Parents and Godparents are required to attend two preparatory classes. Please make scheduling 
arrangements by contacting Fr. Martin directly.  
Weddings:  Arrangement should be made at least six months prior to the wedding; scheduling is 
subject to the Church’s liturgical calendar. Please speak with Fr. Martin before making reception 
arrangements.

Service Schedule 
  Hours + Divine Liturgy:  9:10 AM (Sundays & feast days) 
  Great Vespers / Vigil:  6 PM (Saturdays) 
      7PM (Eve of feast)  
      6PM (Eve of feast — Sundays) 
  Confessions:   Saturdays after Vespers & by appointment 
  Akathist Service:  9:15 AM (Wednesdays)  
  Panikhidas/Lityas:   as requested 




	November 20th, 2022  — 23rd Sunday after Pentecost

